ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting
30th June 2010 


Present

Mike Stone   chair  
David Lawrence  Treasurer                                                                     ,   

Julie Stone                                                                                                        
Bill Garner 
Peter Howe 
Cllr Y Gupta, 
Pc Edore

Sharon Pritchard 
DL opened the meeting at 7 05pm, explaining that he was covering for MS, who was attending an important Council meeting. DL said that MS would chair the meeting when he returned. Sharon Pritchard was then introduced to the floor.

She began by thanking residents for the increase of recycling, in Thurrock, by 10%. She then went on to say that plastic bags were no longer to be placed into the blue wheelie bins. The reason for this was that residents had been putting non recyclable items in plastic bags, such as, nappies, scraps of food, etc into their blue bins. Once it arrives at the recycling centre staff there had to open the bags to take out the unwanted items, making the sorting process harder. Residents at the meeting were than told that Yoghurt pots and plastic packaging could now be recycled in the blue bins. Plastic film and tetra packs were, however, still to be put in the Green/Grey bins. After a question from the floor Sharon explained that a Tetra Pack was a waxy coated card, ie, Orange Juice cartons. She then confirmed that it was Mucking Tip that was closing not Linford. A resident then brought to her attention that bins had not been emptied on various occasions in Wood Street due to bad parking. Sharon said that she could arrange for a letter to be sent out to all residents in the street asking them to park their cars in such a way as to allow access for the dustcart. She said that they were looking at areas where collections were abandoned due to inconsiderate parking, with a view to solving access problems. A resident then mentioned problems with placement of bins after they have been emptied. She said that residents should take photos and send them to her. She confirmed that the binmen should return bins to the place they were found. Lastly Sharon told residents that Matresses and carpets go to the Linford Tip not West Thurrock Recycling Center. 
MS then arrived back from his meeting, resumed the role of Chair and thanked DL for standing in for him and Sharon Pritchard for her presentation. MS introduced PC Kingsley O. Edore. An exchange then followed with a group of residents who were having trouble with a resident in their street who was parking in such a way as to prevent access. He said that they needed to give him a chance to speak to the person concerned suggesting that they need to stand back from the situation in the hope that it would calm things down. The residents requested that he kept them informed in writing of his progress. He agreed to this reminding them that he would be on annual leave for 3 weeks but would inform them as soon as he had any information on the situation.

MS then asked DL to give the Treasurers Report. DL gave the following report. Monies in Council bank account £4,498 Monies in Forum bank account £3,832. DL asked if anyone had any ideas for funding requests outlining the criteria for funding. MS then put forward the current requests for funding. Whitehall Lane Allotments, Mr Harper (Secretary of Allotments) gave a brief outline of how the money will be used. A representative of the Russian Dancers, who wish to join in the TCF Fun Day in September, explained her request for funds. Unfortunately the representatives from TCF had no knowledge of the application so MS said that the vote would go ahead on a provisional basis to allow TCF time to see if they could accommodate the dancers on the day. MS then outlined the next two requests for funding. He said that he would try to get a better deal on the cost of the planters. He then put the funding requests to the vote with the following results:  Whitehall Lane Allotments £1,950 For 21  Against none

              Russian Dancers                 £150           27               none

              The Big Lunch                   £100            24               none

              Planters                              £1,300         29               none                     
MS gave the councillors update stating the committees he sat on for the benefit of the Residents.
AOB MS informed the meeting that the damaged sign in Arthur Street had been replaced. Several problems were raised by Residents and these were talked about and dealt with by Councillors after the meeting with the individuals concerned. MS closed the meeting at 8.30pm.

Apologies


Will Jackson Secretary


Cllr C Kent
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