ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting
AGM September 17 2008 


Present

Mike Stone                                                                        ,   

Dave Lawrence                                                                  

Julie Stone                                                   

Carol Milton 

Alan Lock

Will Jackson,                                                        
Bill Garner 
Pc Edore

Pcso Harrington

Linda Martin Thameside Children’s Centre

Adam Boyson, Sheltered Housing Officer Doug Siddions court

Wendy Mayo Ngage 
Ms opened the meeting at 7.05 giving apologies from the local councillors’ due to holidays and the full council meeting.
Treasures report

Ms invited CM to give the treasures report.

CM Told the floor that the forum had £4,700 in the bank account and gave a break down on some of the items where the forum had spent its money including  Prospect Place Fencing, a banner to promote the forum and Grays town band also Treasure children forever day nursery.

Committee Elections
MS Deferred this item till WM arrived 

Thameside Children’s Centre  
MS Introduced Linda Martin Manager of the centre who said the Thameside Children's Centre is newly built and was opened  in September. It will provide services for families with children 0-5 years. We will work in a multi-agency partnership, providing some activities and services within the Children's Centre but also act as a signposting 'hub' for families in the Grays Riverside area. We will provide families with the opportunity to engage in activities to enhance their development, learning and well-being'.LM said she was impressed by the number of residents that had turned up and commented that you only normally get 5 or 6 people turning up.LM left some leaflet for residents to look at.

Funding Request

MS Introduced Adam Boyson, Sheltered Housing Officer for Doug Siddions Court,Elm road who outlined there funding request
Doug Siddons Court is a Sheltered Housing Complex. The people who live here require support in order to live independent lives. There are certain criteria to be met by persons applying to live in sheltered housing.

The grounds of the complex have been neglected for some time, and many of the flower beds, which were previously tended by tenants, are now overgrown.

Doug Siddons Court does not currently have any tenants who are able to dedicate the amount of time necessary to maintaining the flower beds. Many tenants, either because of advancing years or ill-health, cannot contribute the labour necessary to maintain the garden areas. Consequently, previously cultivated beds and areas are neglected, overgrown with weeds, and require clearing and renovating. It is estimated that the above programme of improvements could be undertaken for a cost of £800
MS Put this request to a vote with the result being: In Favour 14 against 0

Committee Elections
WM introduced her self and gave a brief outline of how the elections were to be run. Mike Stone put himself up for Chair person being proposed and seconded. The 2008/2009 committee stands as follows   

Chair Mike Stone
Vice

Treasure

Secretary

Committee

Will Jackson,                                                        
Bill Garner
Anita Paul  
Peter Howe   
Julie Stone                                                   

Neighbourhood Policing Team
PC Edore  said the was not a lot to report but there had been some shed fires and reminded the floor that he is at the hall from 6.00 pm on forum meeting days for a one to one .MS asked when and where the mobile police station would be,Pc Edore said it would be at Hathaway rd on the 18 Sept and Elm rd park on the 19 Sept.
JS asked Pc Edore if someone could look into reports of drug abuse in Grove rd car park near Bridge rd.Pc Edore agree to look into this.
MS Commented the he had gone around this car park on the Clean up day with Pc Edore and there was no evidence of any drug abuse.

Forum Website  
MS Told the floor about the forum web site and asked if anyone had any ideas for the site to use the contact us area of the site.
AOB

MS Gave an update on the planters and said that they had been replanted and then told the floor about the Dart Tag residents scheme and handed out booklets to thouse how wanted them.
A question from the floor asked about the planning application 08/00937/FUL
 (123 Grove rd) as the lady had put in an objection,Ms replied that he had also put an objection in but did not know when the outcome was due.MS also commented that if the application went through with the café staying open till 10.00pm would they be after an alcohol licence next.Pc Edore said that if this was the case he would object to it.

WJ asked about the Church st bollards project

MS said that there was a delay but it should start in 2/3 weeks time.

DL asked to confirm the forum had only spent £800 out of the £7000 available MS confirmed this and told the floor that all requests had to be in by February.a gentleman from Whitehall lane allotment association asked if it would be possible for them to put in a funding request MS replied yes just send us the details.

WM Told the floor about the McMillan coffee morning on the 26 September at the behive.Wendy mentioned that the turnout for the forum meeting was very good and told of the “Nudge your neighbour “scheme to try and get more people along to future meetings. 
MS told the floor the next meeting was on 12 November

Meeting closed 8.10pm

After the meeting a lady asked MS if he could look into getting the railway fence repaired over Elm rd park.

Apologies


Cllr K Kent


Cllr Y Gupta


Cllr P Harris


Anita Paul  


 Joan Lock                                                  


Allan Collins 


Peter Howe     
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