August 2008 

1. Orchard Forum Open Meeting

On 2nd July 2008 I attended this meeting along with 30 other local residents, where some local and borough wide issues were discussed – such as Tilbury Power Station and its future, Elm Road fields – their maintenance.  I gave councillors’ report to the residents and invited questions.  My monthly report is published on the Forum’s website.

2. Meeting with the Chief Highways Engineer

On 4th July 2008, in my capacity as a Shadow Spokesperson for Highways & Transport I had an opportunity to express various issues with the Chief Highways Engineer.  He gave me a brief introduction about his role and his relationship with other council officers – outlined this years work programme for improving pathways – cycle routes etc.

3. Councillor’s Surgery

On Saturday 5th July 2008, the Grays Councillors had their monthly surgery at the Thameside Complex and discussed individual issues with the various residents, who came to see us.  These surgeries are open to all residents living in the Grays Thurrock & Grays Riverside wards.  On Saturday 19th July we held a surgery at St Thomas’s Church Hall.

4. Thurrock Junior Schools Music Festival

On Thursday 10th July 2008 I attended this festival at the Blackshots Civic Hall.  Nearly 400 local children participated and a similar number of parents enjoyed the musical performance of their children.  I was made a Guest of Honour on this occasion and I thanked the children, their parents, their teachers and the staff from the Music Service for this wonderful performance.  Our Music Service is now recognised as one of the best in this region.

5. Environmental Scrutiny Committee Meeting

On 15th July 2008 I attended this committee meeting where a number of issues relating to the local environment were discussed, including regular cutting of grass, cleaning of pathways, clearing dog bins, improving parks.

6. Hathaway Road Post Office

A vigorous campaign to save this Post Office was conducted by the local residents, helped by the Ward Councillors and the Member of Parliament.  On Friday 18th July 2008 Ward Councillors along with Carl Morris and Andrew Mackinlay, Member of Parliament, met two officers from the Post Office at the site and discussed all the issues for keeping this Post Office open.  The consultation period finished on 28th July 2008.  More than one thousand residents signed the petition and a large number of residents along with Ward Councillors and the Member of Parliament, wrote individual letters of support for keeping this Post Office open.  We will be informed about the result of the consultation by 28th August 2008.

7. Long Term Transport Strategy for Thurrock 2008-2021.

On Friday 18th July 2008 I had an opportunity to discuss this lengthy strategy paper with the top officers of the council and asked some pertinent questions for improving access to public places and removing congestion on our roads and streets.

This strategy paper was also discussed at Full Council meeting on Wednesday 23rd July 2008 and approved by Members.

8. Meetings at Older People’s Complexes

a) On Monday 21st July 2008 I attended a meeting of residents at the Piggs Corner older people’s complex where 44 of them discussed in detail the issue of having a restaurant in the complex.  It was a frank and fair discussion when council officers responded to residents concerns.  A consultation will be carried out with all residents before a final decision is made. I hope every resident gives his/her views on this important facility.

b) On 31st July 2008 I attended a meeting with Housing Officers at the Attlee Court older people’s complex, where the residents raised a number of issues.  The residents appreciate these meetings, as their concerns are listened to and rectified by the officers.  In some cases undue delays are caused but the residents seem to understand the difficulties with contractors etc.

c) In connection with our campaign to keep the Post Office open in Hathaway Road, I visited Dexter Court, Airey Neave & Atlee Court complexes to discuss this issue with the residents and to seek their support.

9. Full Council Meeting

a)
On Wednesday 23rd July 2008, there was a Full Council meeting.  I presented a petition signed by 66 local residents opposing the council’s proposal for gating Public Footpath No.129 – Bradleigh Avenue – College Avenue.  A local resident put two questions to the Portfolio holder on this issue, but didn’t get a satisfactory reply. The consultation period on this proposal is finishing in the first week of August and the residents and ward councillors will be watching the outcome with great interest.

b) Grays School – Media & Arts College

I asked a question to the Portfolio Holder for Children, Education & Families to outline the steps taken by the council to bring about improvements in the teaching and learning outcomes of children in this school. She gave a detailed reply and assured the parents that the school’s performance is improving, which has been confirmed by the Inspectors who visited the school in the middle of June 2008.  She assured me that any proposal for converting the school into an academy would be fully discussed with all stakeholders including the Ward Councillors.

10. Thurrock Multi-Cultural Festival

On Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th July 2008 Thurrock Council with other partners, held a big festival at the Grays Beach Park, which was well attended.  I spent some time with the performers and also with the local residents on both days.  I was pleased to hear some good comments from those who were enjoying the music and culture presented by various groups.  Some people were obviously critical of the huge cost of this event.  The organisers of this event would appreciate some feedback from local residents.

