Orchards Community Forum

 Minutes of Residents Meeting/AGM
5th September 2007 


Present

Mike Stone         Chairman  
Peter Harris         Vice Chairman
Julie Stone           Secretary

Carol Milton        Treasurer                              AAAAAA                                                                                       
David Lawrence      

Peter Howe
Cllr Cathy Kent
Cllr Yash Gupta
Pc Cater
Pc Bramhill

MS opened the meeting at 7.10 pm and asked CM to give her treasurers report, there were no questions following the report. MS then thanked the Committee for their hard work during the previous year, the Committee stood down. MS read out the nominations of Committee members who wished to continue in post. He informed those present that Peter Harris wished to stand down from the post of Vice Chair and that Mr Alan Collins wished to take his place as a new member on the Committee. MS then asked if there were anyone present who wished to be on the Committee, there were no nominations. He then proceeded to the vacancies for officers of the Committee asking if there was anybody wishing to take on these posts, there were no nominations. 
The new Committee was then elected with the officers being:
 Chair Mike Stone
 Vice Chair Dave Lawrence 
 Treasurer Carol Milton
 Secretary Julie Stone, All were seconded and the Committee is as follows:

Bill Garner          

Will Jackson

 Alan Lock

Joan Lock

Peter Howe

Anita Paul

Alan collins                        . 
MS then introduced Jonathon Caton, Heritage & Museum Officer for Thurrock, who gave a highly enjoyable talk on various different aspects of life in Thurrock using visual prompts.  
MS introduced the next item on the Agenda. He told those present that following requests from some of the local people, who`s properties back onto the land, to get something done about a piece of land behind Grove Road, Elm Road and Oak Road, the Committee had sent a Consultation Questionnaire to all the properties backing onto this piece of land. He outlined the content of the Consultation and gave the following information to the meeting: 8 returned, 6 requested that the area be cleared completely, 1 said that the area be strimmed, 1 asked that the land be sold back to the public and 1 said that they would like it to be made into a car park with lights and a security camera. MS said that he would pass the Consultations to Thurrock Council for their consideration.
MS introduced the next Guest Speakers, PC`s Rob Cater and Robert Bramhill. PC Cater began by introducing himself as Community Liaison Officer and PC Bramhill from the Neighbourhood Policing Team. He then went on to discuss various facts and figures, comparing local figures to that of surrounding areas. Crime Prevention was covered, namely prevention of keys being taken from houses to steal cars parked outside. Residents were advised to take their car keys to bed with them and not leave them on key hooks or hall tables. PC Cater advised the meeting that there had been one ticket issued to a driver turning left at the junction of Grove Road and Bridge Road. He said that he knew the no left turn was being ignored by drivers but had taken this problem to all the relevant people and could not really take it further.
MS then introduced the next item on the Agenda as items for funding. JS presented the first item, Staggered Barriers to prevent the off road Bike nuisance in Church Street. She gave the background to this request followed by a outline of what Mathew Ford of Thurrock Council`s Traffic Section had come up with when contacted about this problem. A letter from Mathew was passed around those present outlining the options that the Committee had to deal with this problem and it gave an approximate cost to the Committee for the work proposed. DL said that he felt the part concerning the placing of additional Bollards behind the Chip Shop would not be cost effective and may cause an access problem to pedestrians with buggies. JS said that she did not know if this would be the case but said that she would look into it. There was a comment from the floor that it was a lot of money to spend in one area and that it would not benefit people from other areas. JS pointed out that the forum had money to spend but found it hard to spend this money because people in the Community did not come forward with ideas, therefore when, as in this case, a Resident from the Street concerned had come forward with a problem, it was in the Committees best interest to spend the money it has been given as it is lost to us if it is not spent in the financial year of its allocation. She said that in view of the comments it would make sense to defer the request for funding until the question of access at the point of the Bollards has been looked into and that this part of the proposal has been reassessed by full Committee as a separate issue to the rest of the project. MS went on to present the next item for funding. Residents had complained that cars parked around the Green in Grove Road were being damaged by balls when being played with on the Green. One idea put forward was to erect a fence around the edge of the Green. He told those present that as yet the Committee only had one quote and were waiting for the Council to get more. Cm said that the local children had the Elm Road Open Space to play in and should be using that. It was explained that small children used the Green to play on and that parents of these children would not want them to go to the park to play. It was also decided that this project would need more time to be discussed and was  deferred so a Committee Meeting could be arranged to discuss both items and more information could be gathered to present at the next Residents Meeting.

MS then asked PH to introduce the events that Thurrock Christian Fellowship were organising for the coming weekend. He went on to outline the litter pick on Saturday organised in conjunction with the Orchards Forum and a Street Party arranged for Sunday in the Grounds of the Church which is open to members of the Community to join in the fun.

MS closed the meeting at  9pm. 

Apologies


Bill Garner


Alan Lock


Joan Lock


Will Jackson


Alan Collins
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