ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting
15th April 2009 


Present

Mike Stone                                                                        ,   

Julie Stone
Pete Howe                                                   

Will Jackson,                                                        
Bill Garner  
Cllr Y Gupta

Cllr P Harris

Pc Edore

Linda Martin Thameside Children’s Centre

Holy O’Neil   Central Cluster

Gordon Gambier Thurrock Link

MS Opened the meeting by informing the floor that while on his way to the last forum meeting Bill Patch was taken ill and died in hospital.
MS asked the floor to raise there glasses and proposed the toast Bill Patch

Thurrock Link

MS introduced Gordon Gambier

Gordon Gambier thanked Mike for his introduction and proceeded to enlighten the meeting on the background of LINKS (Local Involvement Networks). It is an independent network for local residents, organisations and groups providing access to decisions made concerning health issues, doctors, dentist’s etc. The objectives of LINKS is to engage people to help improve health and social services. Everyone can become a member; residents, Forums and other organisations. LINKS will be looking into all forms of Healthcare, Social Care, Doctors and Dentists etc 

MS Thanked the scouts and the Allotment association for helping deliver there Newsletters and mentioned that the meeting information was sent the Thurrock Gazette but was not printed, A resident pointed out that the meeting info had made a paper, the Echo in Pitsea  

Locked gate of Car Park, 
Manor Road 
MS Updated the floor that he went door to door with local resident Lynne to find out what residents wanted, Locked or unlocked. The findings were that residents would like the gate unlocked.

Mark Wise housing officer is to arrange to unlock the gate

Linda Martin 
  Manager, Thameside Children’s Centre
Linda gave an outline history of the centre explaining that the Children’s Centre has been open for 7 months now and we currently have at least 2 groups running every day. 

Sure Start Children’s Centres are a ‘one stop shop’ for children under five and their families, where skilled staff are on hand to give help and advice.

You can go there for: Health advice, Parenting and family support, Play sessions and childcare, help to get a job or training, & a place to meet other parents.

Thousands of mums, dads and children across the country are already enjoying the benefits.
Linda then handed out some Sure Start mugs

Holly O'Neill
Central Cluster Project 
Holly explained that clusters are groups of schools who work together to promote a coordinated approach to meeting the needs of children, young people, and family’s
Holly also explained that there were 4 clusters in the Thurrock area a left maps of the area covered.

A question from the floor asked How long have the clusters been running, Holly said 4 years

Neighborhood Policing Team
Pc Edore told the meeting that there was not a lot of crime in the area at the moment; youths have set fire to the garden over Elm Park.
Question from the floor was that there was a canoe in the adult centre car park,Cllr Harris said that he had seen this and its now in his safe keeping.

Pc Edore was also informed of 2 gas bottles that had been left at the entrance to Elm Park

Grove rd”No Left Turn”
MS Gave a brief update about the “No left turn” and mentioned that he had brought this to the attention of the council at the full meeting of the council and a full transcript of the question was on the back side of the agenda.

Orchards Web Site

Ms Informed the floor that the website was due to get a face lift in April 
Councillors Update
Cllr Gupta explained that Cllr K Kent was due to speak tonight but in her absence he would speak,Cllr Gupta gave in his opinion what state the council was in and told residents that Cllr Gary Hague was now the leader of the council.
Yash also mentioned that forums have had there budget cut by 25% and that he felt it was unfair to cut the budgets of forums that spend there moneys like Orchards and that the council should cut the budgets of forums that don’t spend there money.

Updates

MS told the floor that TCF had asked for match funding for a children’s changing unit a while back and he was glad to report that the unit had now been purchased and showed the floor a picture of it on the PowerPoint presentation.  

MS Explained to the meeting that that forums have had there budget cut by 25% and orchards only have £5300 to spend.

A.O.B

JS Asked the floor if there was any body who was willing to become a committee member, there was no takers 

Apologies





   


Cllr K Kent
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