ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting/AGM
28th October 2009 


Present

Mike Stone   chair                                                                       ,   

Julie Stone                                                   

Will Jackson,                                                        
Bill Garner 
Peter Howe 
Cllr C Kent, Cllr Y Gupta, Cllr P Harris 
Pc Edore

Pcso Harrington

Pcso Peterson
Jaquie Payne Ngage

Thurrock Community safety Partnership

MS Opened the meeting by thanking everybody for attending and mentioned the forum website

 Thurrock Community Safety Partnership
JP Gave an outline of what the partnership did and told the floor that the perception of crime is bigger than actual crime and that Thurrock is a safe place to live. JP explained the Thurrock Community safety Partnership had a lot of information on crime prevention and safety in the home and liaises with all the services and voluntary groups in  Thurrock. Information packs were also handed out and residents were asked to point out on a map of the area where most of the crime occurs.
Election of Committee
MS Thanked committee members for their help and support over the last year and handed the meeting over to JP from Ngage to run the election process
The 2009/2010 committee was elected as follows: 

Chair        Mike Stone           
Secretary  Will Jackson        
Treasurer  David Lawrence  
Committee Members
Bill Garner          
Peter Howe 
Julie Stone 
Funding Proposal
Ms put forward a proposal that the Forum spend the rest of this years funding on updating the play equipment at the park at Charles St, locally known as Spider park.
A vote was taken and the results were as follows:     For 16 Against 0
Neighbourhood Action Panel
NSO Pc Edore took questions from the floor and then informed residents about the Neighbourhood Action Panel explaining that the NAP will agree community priorities and decide upon a realistic and achievable course of action so that they can deliver results which matter to residents.

Residents mentioned anti social behaviour with youths drinking in the park on Elm Road  breaking bottles  and causing noise nuisance.
Pc Edore told the floor that the area had now got an additional PCSO  James Walker.
Ward Councillors Updates
Cllr Cathy Kent took the floor and told residents what committees she sat on
These included Audit Committee, Health and Well-being Overview & Scrutiny and the Fire Authority. Cathy mentioned that she had been an elected member since June 2004. Her duties as a Ward Councillor were, she said, are varied. Cathy told the floor what she was currently involved in. These included the new three bin system and the cutting of the library opening hours. Cathy pointed out that other frequent problems brought to me are School Admissions, Planning, and Housing.
Whitehall Lane Allotments Update
Jack Harper told residents that there was £151.80 left over from the Forum grant. Jack showed residents photos of some of the works that had been done and passed a paper to MS giving a breakdown of the spending expenditure to date.
Arthur Street Signage
MS read out an E-Mail that had been received from Paula Watts, Asst Highways Engineer, saying “I wish to let you know that Arthur Street has been surveyed for new street name plates. A draft order has been prepared though I do need to return to site to clarify the final details at the junction of Arthur Street, Gypsy Lane and Broadway as I intend to hopefully tidy up all the signage at this  junction. Hopefully I will get to site this week therefore the new signs will be in place over the next four to six weeks.”

Bill Patch Memorial Bench
MS Mentioned that the Bench had been moved about 20 foot and complaints from a local resident have now stopped 

A.O.B
A resident asked Cllr Harris about what action had been taken about residents dumping rubbish in the Church St/Manor Rd alley.

Cllr Harris said he had mentioned this to the council and was told if it was fly tipping they could do something but as its residents rubbish they cannot. Cllr Harris discussed the matter further with the resident saying that he would continue to make enquiries on her behalf.
A question was asked if a dog bin could be installed in the footpath between the allotments as a lot of dog walkers are not cleaning up after their dogs in this area.
MS said he would look into this.

MS thanked residents for attending and closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 
Apologies


Andrea Winterflood �Play and Open Space Development Manager
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