ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting
21st January 2009 


Present

Mike Stone                                                                        ,   

Julie Stone                                                   

Will Jackson,                                                        
Bill Garner  
Cllr K Kent

Cllr Y Gupta

Cllr P Harris

Sharon Pritchard Waste and Recycling
Pc Edore

Pcso Harington

Pcso Chellis

MS Opened the meeting by thanking people from Whitehall lane allotments for helping to deliver the forum Newsletter

Sharon Pritchard,Waste & Recycling Education Officer
Sharon Pritchard outlined the results of the Waste Strategy Consultation carried out last year.  There is still 67% of waste going to land fill  and 33% going to recycling which in effect is an improvement from the year previous and meets government guidelines.   The result of the Waste Strategy is that residents throughout the Borough voted for the 3 bin option and 1700 households in the east have had a trial with this system and has proved quite a success.  Towards the end of the year this system will be fazed in and we will all get 3 bins, our existing green bin will still be used for waste for land fill holding general non recyclable rubbish, some blown plastics cartons etc. There will be a new brown bin which will hold garden waste and kitchen waste, residents were concerned with this as all kitchen waste must not be in bin liners, but Sharon assured residents that people on the trial now were having no problems with this.  The new blue bin is to take all recyclable items as already being collected in our blue box.

Questions asked were how people with small frontage houses and flats were going to cope with 3 bins and Sharon has assured us that it is agreed some of these residents will have an alternative. Another questioned asked was as the bottom had dropped out of the recycling market would this affect collections ,and Sharon assures residents there is not a problem there.
FUNDING REQUESTS

Aquila Explorer Scouts 
Emma Dell explained that the Aquila explorer scouts were based in Richmond road and meet on Sundays .Explorer Scouts are young people, usually aged between 14 and 18 years old. They make up the fourth Section of the Scouting family and have about 50 young people on there books

We do not have any cooking equipment of our own we would like to purchase, 2 ovens and 2 Fast burners.  We would also like a water boiler and tables and benches .
MS Told the floor that the total for this funding would be £880

Cllr Harris asked the question “Where is the equipment to be used” Emma replied that it would be used at the base in Richmond road where they do have “Ready,Steady Cook” competitions
A vote was taken and the results was 14 for and 0 against

Park benches
MS Told the floor that the forum had been asked to put the benches back in over Elm Road Open Space.Cllr Harris asked about having a “Bench surround” around the benches to 1: Stop the weeds from coming up and 2; To help parks when cutting the grass by the benches
A suggestion from the floor was to place an additional bench outside “Steve the chemist” Bridge road  if funds allow if not could it come out of 2009/2010 budget. 
A vote was taken and the results was 14 for and 0 against

Neighborhood Specialist Officer 

PC 3451 Kingsley Edore
Pc Edore reported that there has been a few problems in the area with break ins and this is being delt with by undercover operations. He also mentioned that he had been speaking to the youth about the problems and what they want, what they said was that there is nothing to do in the area.
The “No left turn” problem is still being abused and tickets are still being issued.

It was mentioned that youth had been throwing stones up Whitehall Lane into the allotments. 

Cllr Harris warned residents of people going around the area of Benson road doing a hard sell re guttering, A resident said that the police had been made aware of this. 

Pcso Harrington made residents aware of the information and freebees that were available in the hall.

Orchards Web Site

Ms Informed the floor that the website was coming up to 10,000 hits and that residents that have accsess to the internet should pay the site a visit. 
Councillors Update
Cllr Harris explained in depth the roles of a local councillor and informed residents of some of the committees he was involved with.

A resident asked the question “What is the smell coming up by the job centre”Cllr Harris explained that our sewage system in this area is very old and from time to time it gets overloaded.

A comment from a member of the Whitehall Lane allotment association was “Since the speed humps have been installed in Whitehall Lane they are getting bank erosion and they have noticed that the pavement has started to come into the allotments”

The next question was “is there any update on the widening of Kent and Salisbury road”
Cllr Gupta said there are plans but nothing is happening at the moment.

MS Asked Cllr Gupta if there was any update on the “Locked gate” in the Manor road/Church st car park,Cllr Gupta replied that questionnaires were sent to residents and all that they got back was 1 reply.
It was asked if this could be an agenda item for the next meeting and for the housing officer to attend Cllr Gupta said yes but hopefully we can sort this out before then.
Cllr Gupta was asked “did the council lock this gate” He replied No

Updates

Whitehall Lane allotment association

Jack Harper from the Whitehall Lane allotment association thanked the forum for the grant that was given to them and explained that work had already started with the planting and the association will keep the forum updated on progress. 
Updates

Play builder consultation

MS explained that the forum done the consultation for the council and the final decision as to where the money is to be spent has nothing to do with the forum.

The 2 sites that was identified were Elm rd open space and Spider Park 
Results of questionnaires for Playbuilder  280 sent out, 46 returned,  +5 for other areas
	Age
	6-7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14+
	

	Boy
	2
	7
	13
	8
	2
	1
	0
	0
	

	Girl 
	1
	4
	9
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Elm Road
	0
	5
	9
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0
	

	Charles St (Spider Park)
	3
	4
	14
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	2
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swings
	3
	7
	14
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	

	Climbing
	3
	7
	14
	6
	1
	1
	0
	0
	

	Spinning
	3
	5
	12
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Skate Park
	3
	6
	15
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


MS Informed the meeting that the overall vote for what site was the preference was a draw, but as perversely explained the final decision was down to the council.
AOB

Jack Harper informed the floor that the money needed to complete the pathways around the Allotments would cost about £22,000. 
Apologies





   


Peter Howe     
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