ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents /Committee Meeting 14th May 2008

Present

Mike Stone             Chair                                                            ,   

Dave Lawrence      Vice Chair                                                             

Julie Stone              Secretary                                     

Anita Paul  

Alan Lock              Cllr Gupta
 Joan Lock             Cllr Cathy Kent                                          

Allan Collins          PC Edore
Will Jackson,          PCSO Peterson                                              
Bill Garner             Micheal Casey 
                               Sharon Pritchard
MS opened the meeting at 7.15pm and informed the meeting that Cllr Peter Harris had sent his apologies. He then introduced the first speaker Michael Casey.

Agenda

1. Michael Casey “Your Thurrock. com”
Michael began by introducing himself and giving a brief description of his new project, a website of local interest stories and information for people living in the Thurrock area. He said that he hoped to introduce local people to the website with the help of Community Forums and encourage Schools and Community Groups to use the Website to air their views on a variety of subjects relating to the Thurrock Area with an average of 6-8 local interest stories per year and a mix of personal accounts of life in Thurrock and Social Enterprise, highlighting the Thameside Theatre and Thurrock Museum. 

2. Kingsley Edore Neighbourhood Specialist Officer
      PC Edore began by speaking about the problems in Charles Street raised at the last 

      Residents Meeting in March. He said that he was pleased to tell the Meeting that 

      following extra patrols in the area the situation had calmed down but the area would 

      continue to be monitored. AL asked PC Edore what they were doing about Graffiti in 

      the area. He was told that there was a data base of Tags and people were being 

      encouraged to come forward to name and shame the perpetrators of these tags. He 

      said that there had been an arrest on thursday concerning Graffiti in the area. Under-

      age drinking and smoking was also discussed. There was concern from the floor that 

      people of legal age were being asked by underage children to purchase alcohol and 

      cigarettes on their behalf. PC Edore said that this was a problem that was difficult to  

      deal with but there are teams of people who do Test Purchasing to identify shops 

      who are selling to underage children. He said that when underage children are found 

      with alcohol and cigarettes the police have the power to confiscate and destroy any

      illegal substances. PC Edore said that following requests from the last Residents
      meeting, that the Mobile Police Station would be in the Orchards area on dates, yet to   

      be confirmed but would be sometime in June.
3. Sharon Pritchard Waste & Recycling Education Officer

Sharon began by introducing herself stating what she does and the reasons why we need to recycle and how it is done in Thurrock. She said that currently Thurrock recycles 27.7% of its waste but still sends 72% to landfill and that they are trying to reduce that figure. She spoke about the Brown wheelie Bin trial for all Kitchen and Garden waste and a new trial of Blue Wheelie Bins that is currently happening in Little Thurrock, Tilbury and Chafford Hundred. These bins would replace the Blue Box scheme if successful. She informed the meeting that the tip at Linford now takes Household Batteries, cooking oil and Tetra Packs. She said that the Council are looking for new sites to place Recycling bins and asked for any ideas. She then went on to speak about the service that Thurrock Council provides for Bulky Waste introducing a new recycling centre planned for West Thurrock that will take reusable items only and spoke about 2nd Generation and an on-line service in Thurrock where items can be passed on and reused without money changing hands. Lastly Sharon mentioned the Thurrock Waste Strategy stating that, so far, option 1 of three bins Blue, Green and Brown was the most popular choice. That concluded her presentation and she then asked for questions from the floor. A member of the public asked when the Blue bin would be introduced in their area. Sharon said that when the information has been collated from the current trial the council will look at extending the trial to other areas if the current trial is a success. AL said that he had a problem with waste being collected early hours of the morning from the Care Home. Sharon said that it was not in her remit to deal with this problem and that he needed to contact Thurrock Council Environmental Health as this was essentially a noise nuisance problem. A concern was raised re: the rubbish left in the streets after the bins had been emptied. Sharon said that this would have been a question for Mike Jarvis from Veolia and she apologised for him not being there, saying that she thought he was coming to the meeting. She did, however, make the situation clear. Rubbish dropped by the refuse collectors in the process of bin empting was the responsibility of the collectors. Rubbish littering the streets blown from blue bins or from free standing black sacks, recycling or normal waste, is the responsibility of the householder. Sharon was asked about waste from Supermarkets, she said that Supermarkets were responsible for dealing with their own waste but that they were being monitored and were looking at packaging and ways of reducing it. There were no further questions from the floor. 
4. Ward Councillors update

MS introduced Yash Gupta who began by thanking all those who voted for him in this his sixth election since he first became a Councillor in 1996. He then gave his update to the meeting.

5. Planter Update

DL said that he had signed an agreement with Thurrock Mind to maintain and plant the Planters for the next twelve months. He pointed out to the meeting that Thurrock Mind also sell plants to the public at very reasonable prices and they are open Monday to Friday. He then spoke of some monies that were being made available to provide facilities for children aged between 8-13yrs in open areas around the Borough. He asked for anyone interested in forming a  sub-Committee, to raise ideas of what we could do at Elm Road Open Space, to see him after the meeting.
AOB

MS then asked if there was any other business to be discussed and a lady complained that there was an area of Grass at the Elm Road Open Space that was not being cut by the Council. She said that she was having trouble when she walked her dog as he was 
Going into this area and being small was covered by the grass. MS said that he would contact the Council and ask them to cut the area concerned after admitting that it had been left to grow at the Forums request. DL said that, as this was the case due to a project that had been suggested by the public, the situation should be put to the next open meeting before the grass is cut. MS agreed with this saying that this would be put on the agenda for discussion at the next Committee Meeting. There were no other items for discussion and MS closed the meeting at 8.50pm                                               
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