Orchards Community Forum

 Minutes of Residents Meeting

28th November 2007 


Present

Mike Stone             Chair
David Lawrence     Vice Chair                       
Julie Stone              Secretary

Carol Milton        Treasurer

Alan Lock

Joan Lock

Bill Garner

Allan Collins

Peter Howe
PC Kingsley O.Edore Neighbourhood Specialist Officer                                 
PC Rob Cater             Area N.S.O. Co-ordinator

PCSO Michael Peterson

Meeting opened by MS at 7.15pm 
1: Apologies accepted

2: MS spoke briefly about the new Orchards Community Forum Website 
3: Agenda
Funding Requests MS briefly explained the new rules regarding the process of funding Community projects by Community Forums and thanked the Residents of Prospect Place for the exceptionally high turnout to support this request. He then introduced the first Request for Funding.
Fencing In Prospect Place MS gave a brief summary of what the Residents in this area wanted and one of the Residents outlined the problems that they had been enduring since this part of the existing fencing had disappeared, passing around before and after shots of the area. Several Residents also gave their stories to supporting this request for funds. DL then pointed out that if successful and this request was put to the Council they may ask who would be maintaining the fence. A Resident of Prospect Place said that they would maintain it. DL said that the Council may ask for that in writing.
Fencing Grove Road Green MS introduced this request and encouraged a short discussion from the floor.

Staggered Barriers/Bollards/ Railway Cottages Church St JS introduced this item and began by pointing out that people had been given the relevant information in their packs at the beginning of the meeting. She then gave a brief history of the request, explaining the concerns of Residents at the speed of off road bikes in this area. She outlined what each of the proposed structures would prevent and its effect on the Public`s right of way. She said that during the consultations there had been a query raised about double buggies. JS read out a relevant E-Mail from Mathew Ford from the Traffic section Thurrock Council which mentioned buggies and prams would be able to pass through all structures. She did, however, say that to be on the safe side, the E-Mail did not specify double buggies just buggies in general and that in her opinion only double buggies of the tandem variety would be able to pass through the planned structures. A question from the floor asked if a Kissing Gate would be a better proposal. DL said that in the past the Forum had looked at Kissing Gates and found them to be not suitable for areas where the Public have right of way as they are not wide enough for Wheelchairs to pass through.
Forum Planters  Funding of Thurrock Mind to take on the yearly maintenance. DL introduced this item saying that the Committee felt that this was a worthy funding request as it would help to support another Community group in the Orchards area and guaranteed that the planters would remain well maintained and attractive all year round.

Forum Notice Board, Elm Road, and Replacement of vandalised Perspex. DL also introduced this request. There was a suggestion from the floor that perhaps the notice board should be moved to another location in view of the vandalism. DL said that the notice board needed to be in a prominent place which, he felt, its current position was the best place and that we should not bow down to vandals.

MS then invited those present to vote on the funding requests with a show of hands. The results were as follows:

Fencing Grove Road Green                                                              For 3  Against 22    

Fencing  Prospect Place                                                                    For 33 Against 1 Staggered Barriers/Bollards Railway Cottages Church St           For 10 Against 4
Maintenance of Planters by Thurrock Mind                                  For 28 Against 1

Replacement of Perspex Elm Rd Notice Board                              For 9   Against 1
Two postal people registered postal votes as they could not attend the meeting on the night. One lady gave her vote to the Prospect Place request making the for vote 34. Another lady wished to give a for vote for all the funding requests increasing all of the above by one vote. 
MS consulted CM to find out if the Forum had sufficient funds to pay for all four funding requests out of the current budget. She said that there was enough money. MS then explained to those present that the items voted through would now have to be presented to the Council before funding could be agreed and works started. He asked for patience while this was happening as it could take some time.
Local Police MS introduced PC Rob Cater who proceeded to say how impressed he was to see so many people at the meeting. He then gave the meeting a run through of the two week crime figures, highlighting the increase of car thefts from 2 to 10 instances and also the seasonal instance of shed thefts saying that PC Edore would go into this in more detail. He then introduced PC O Edore as the Forum area`s new N.S.O. who began by introducing himself and PCSO Michael Peterson who had come along to do a questionnaire. He then drew our attention to his newsletter which had been handed out to the public at the beginning of the evening. He went though various items concentrating on crime prevention and his ways of dealing with the perpetrators of various minor crimes. AL asked where the Mobile Police Station would be based. PC Cater said that initially it would be based at Hathaway Road near the Post Office. PC Edore then answered questions from the floor making notes of a few of the problems experienced by people in the area. When he had finished DL said how impressed he had been with PC Edore`s presentation and obvious interest in the problems faced by the public in his area. This was followed by a show of appreciation from the floor. MS then thanked all representations from the police for attending.

Better Days for Grays. MS drew the attention of those present to the booklet and questionnaire on the regeneration of Grays handed out at the beginning of the meeting and a short discussion followed and he encouraged those present to fill in the questionnaire to have their say.

Licensing Application.  MS pointed those present to a photocopy of the licensing Application Section of the Thurrock Gazette in their packs that were handed out at the beginning of the meeting, relating to a new club at the site of the old Pazaz Disco in Grays. He pointed out that the owners were a group called A.E.G. (Adult Entertainment Group) and that they wished to be given a licence to open from 10am to 5am. He pointed out that there was an address to send any objections to and that the closing date was 4th December. A member of the public said that a volume of complaints was needed. DL said that when objecting the objection had to be about the hours not the use of the club.
AOB 

MS then asked the floor if there was any other business. A gentleman asked if the Forum could do any thing about the public footpath between Clarkbourne Drive and Railway cottages. He said that many elderly people used this path to go to the Post Office for their pensions and that it was overgrown with weeds and that the ground was uneven and boggy in the winter. It was pointed out that his local Forum was Little Thurrock but there could be a co-operation between the Two Forums as the path linked both Forums. He said that he would attend the next Little Thurrock Forum meeting and would report back to Orchards. Another member of the Public asked if anymore had been done regarding the request to the Forum to put a Keep Clear sign at the junction of William St and Bridge Road. MS said that all he had heard on the subject was that it was going ahead and that would be done in the current financial year.
MS closed the meeting at 8.30 pm, thanking all those who had turned up saying that the next Residents Meeting would be in March 08.
Apologies


Cllr Peter Harris


Cllr Cathy Kent


Cllr Yash Gupta











PAGE  
2

