ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents  Meeting 2nd July 2008

Present                                                            

Dave Lawrence      Vice Chair
Carol Milton            Treasure                                                 

Julie Stone              Secretary                                   

Alan Lock              Cllr Gupta
Joan Lock              Gerard Carey (Production Manager Tilbury                                       

Peter Howe             Power Station)                                 
Bill Garner             Lucy Angus (Income Maximisation Officer)
Mike Stone     (Arrived late due to work commitments)                               
DL opened the meeting at 7pm and explained the absence of the Chair. He then introduced the speaker for the evening. (Changed from the advertised speaker,Tom High, who had to pull out at the last minute.
Agenda

1. Gerard Carey (RWEnpower Tilbury Power Station)
He began by explaining his role within Tilbury Power Station and then gave a brief history of the site at Tilbury. He went on to speak about how the Power Station remains within the Government guidelines on emissions and spoke at length about Tilbury`s output, environmental issues and its interaction within the Community. Lastly he spoke about the need to build a new plant by 2015 to comply with Government regulations. He said that it was predicted the existing plant would have to be replaced by 2012. He answered questions from the floor before closing his talk. DL then introduced Lucy Angus who was available for consultation by anyone who wished to make sure that they were claiming everything that they were entitled to. 

2. Wildflower Meadow Elm Rd Open Space
      DL then introduced the next item explaining the situation and began by presenting     
      The meeting with some facts about Snakes as there had been some concerns raised 

      By some local people about the Meadow attracting them. He said that the Meadow

      Was actioned after a consultation organised by Essex Wildlife where local people 
       Said that they wanted an area on the Park created especially for wildlife and that if 

      People wanted to get rid of the Wildflower Meadow then they would have to put it to 

      The vote and that was on the agenda for tonights meeting. He impressed upon those

      Present that if the vote went to getting rid of the Meadow that it would take time and 

      Would not happen overnight. A discussion followed about appropriate use of space in

       The park with some present saying that the area was being reduced by these projects
       It was pointed out that if people didn’t come to meetings they could not be expected to have their opinions taken into consideration when these projects were discussed and voted into existence. A discussion then followed where a person said that they had not received any leaflets on this consultation. JS then attempted to calm things a little by clarifying the situation the Forum now found themselves in stating that this was the first time one of their projects had been called into question and that as a Forum they could not just get rid of something that had been voted in by Residents. It became clear that some present at the meeting who did not want the Meadow felt that the Forum were trying to keep the Meadow and only took on projects that they, the Committee Members wanted to go ahead. JS tried once again to put the Committees position on this subject into perspective. DL then proposed to put it to the vote. AL said that the people who voted the Meadow in should be present before the vote went ahead. 
JS said that they had received the leaflet informing them that the Meadow was to be discussed and therefore had the opportunity to attend the meeting and as such the vote should go ahead as planned. A resident had brought along a petition and asked if it could be included in the vote. DL said that it could not. The vote was then undertaken but halted when a Resident said that she had voted wrongly and a revote then took place the results of which were as follows:

Option 1 Leave Meadow as it is.  -  13 votes

Option 2 Cut back taking into account some of the criticisms of the current Meadow - no votes

Option 3 Remove Meadow  -  13 votes

Despite the result of the vote the Chairman did not use his casting vote. Due to the results of the vote it was decided that the only option was to discuss and vote on the issue at another meeting and that a new leaflet would be produced and delivered prior to the meeting. A Resident was clearly unhappy with this decision and left the meeting saying “This Committee has its own cosy membership and pushes the things through that it wants.”MS stood up and said “If you are unhappy with the way the Forum has gone about things then you should contact Natalie Warren, Community Development Officer at the Thameside complex”. There was no reply to this. BG responded to the Residents comments by saying that he had been on the Committee for 2 years and had wanted something done about his alleyway but had no success so this proved that her comments were unfounded. DL, clearly stunned and shocked by the comments from the resident, said that anyone not happy with the current committee should attend the AGM on Wednesday 17th September and stand for election themselves. He then composed himself and continued with the rest of the Meeting.
3. Updates Planters/Staggered Barriers
DL informed the meeting that the contract with MIND had been signed and the planting was now complete. Unfortunately he had to inform those present that some of the larger flowers in the centre of some of the Planters had been stolen but replaced by MIND who said that they could not keep replacing them. DL urged People to report any thefts they witness taking place. He then asked JS for an update on the Staggered Barriers. She said that preliminary moves had taken place but as yet nothing beyond a survey of the area had taken place.  
4. Ward Councillors update

DL introduced Yash Gupta who informed the meeting that the Post Office in Hathaway Road was up for closure and urged those present to sign a petition against the closure. A discussion about this followed. 
5. AOB
A Resident asked if anything could be done about the alleyway in Richmond Road. DL said that the Forum could do nothing about the Alleyways as the Council have deemed them to be in the ownership of the Residents living in houses backing onto them. Unfortunately this is a grey area that leaves no scope for improvement of said alleyways. Another Resident then raised the issue of Lowes the Scrap Metal Yard in Manor Road asking when they would be relocated. JS said that the owners of the Yard wished to move from their current site but as yet Thurrock Council had not found a suitable site for them. DL said that the Thames Gateway had been given the task of finding the new site and the issue still had not been resolved. The possibility of speed humps in Gypsy lane was raised by another Resident. DL said that the issue had been brought up when the area had undergone its Traffic Calming survey and the subject was rejected by Highways. DL then asked if anyone had any proposals for Funding requests. There were none. He then closed the Meeting at 8.45pm.                                                
Apologies





                Alan Collins


                Cllr P Harris


                Cllr C Kent


                 Will Jackson
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