ORCHARDS COMMUNITY FORUM
 Minutes of Residents Meeting
12th November 2008 


Present

Mike Stone   Chair                                                                     ,   

Julie Stone                                                   

Alan Lock

Bill Garner 
Peter Howe     

Cllr K Kent

Cllr Y Gupta

Cllr P Harris
Pc Edore

Pcso Peterson
Myles Rapley Essex Fire and Rescue
Andrea Winterflood
Wendy Mayo Ngage 
Jack Harper Whitehall Lane Allotments
Ms opened the meeting at 7.05  
Myles Rapley of the Essex Fire Authority on fire prevention and fire safety. After the introduction which covered the numerous changes that have taken place within the Fire Service over the recent years; Myles Rapley then moved on to explain the present day operation of the service which now includes ever increasing attendance to road traffic accidents; an in depth explanation of the causes of road accidents was ‘eye opening’. The talk continued with a ‘power point’ presentation which took the audience through a step by step process of how house fires can start and the precautions that can be taken to help prevent fires starting and the escape procedures should a fire start in the home. Finally two of the services that are offered by the Fire Authority were explained; firstly the Fire Service Counselling Service for young people with a fixation for starting fires etc. and the Home Fire Safety visits which is a free service to advice residents on fire safety in their homes and the installation of smoke alarms, free of charge, if required.  
Treasures report
MS Reported the forum has £6250 still to spend

Play Builder Grant
Andrea Winterflood began by outlining the “Play Builder” scheme in which Thurrock Council has £1.2 million in funding to improve play areas in Thurrock. One of the requirements of the scheme is: 
“Children and young people and their communities must be involved in deciding what should be in the play space and what the money should be spent on. Funding is targeted at children aged 8-13
MS Said that the forum would consult with the local school

Wendy Mayo said it would be good to consult with the youth at the Christmas event as well as the school.
Funding Applications

Whitehall Lane Allotments

Jack Harper presented the application for funding for Whitehall Lane Allotments Association and started by giving an outline of the site.
Whitehall lane allotments is a site of almost 6 acres in size and consisting of 83 plots of which 76 are currently let. Of these there are eight plots split into half plots. The remainder are reserved for a wildlife area. We have one plot let on a free basis to the local MIND charity for their work and another to the Thurrock Community Mental Health Team based at Grays Hall . We have a wide range of ages, races and experience on the plots.

There have been allotments on this site for at least 80 years (and probably longer) the site was originally partially a brick pit and partially an orchard. The site is split into two halves by a walkway which has assumed right of way status in that it has been in use since at least 1780.
JH Then explained what the money (£3257.32) would be spent on and a vote was taken
MS Announced the results as 

32 For

0   Against

Wendy Mayo Asked if the Association could give the forum recognition in the way of a plaque,

JH said this would be looked into

A question from the floor was “Can the forum fund the planters again next year”

MS said he would look into this

Ward Councillors Update
Cllr Yash Gupta said he was pleased to answer questions raised by the residents on various local issues. He agreed to help the residents to sort out the problem of the locked gate at the car park near Church Street.
Cllr Gupta said A number of local residents have been asking for Congestion relief in Salisbury Road and Kent Road for some time and this was being looked into but did not know the time scale for this.
Forum Website  
MS Told the floor about the forum web site and asked if anyone had any ideas for the site to use the contact us area of the site.

Updates
MS Informed the floor about the Church st barriers project which residents had asked for,this has now been completed and MS presented some photos.

A resident commented that bikes are still getting through.

Xmas Event
Pete Howe stood up and told the floor about the Christmas story event being held in the garden at the Thurrock Christian Fellowship, All saints center, John St on 21 December 4-6pm and added that there is no charge for this event and that there will even be 2 live donkeys in attendance.
Neighbourhood Policing Team
PC Edore  said the was not a lot to report but for people to be aware that it was getting close to Xmas and people do go out enjoying there self’s and make a bit of noise ,he also added that people still need to phone 999 in cases of emergency and not the “Beat” phone.
Meeting Closed 20.45

Apologies
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