Orchards Community Forum – Minutes Residents Meeting 

Wednesday 23rd February 2011

Held at St Thomas' Church Hall  7.00-0.00pm

Committee members attending:

Mike Stone MS (Chair) 

David Lawrence DL (Treasurer)

Will Jackson WJ (Secretary)

Andrew Blakey AB

Public Officers

Tory Harris  TH PCSO

Yash Gupta YG Councillor

Cathy Kent CK Councillor

Steve Parker SP
Essex Fire & Rescue

Jack Harper JH Whitehall Lane Allotment Association

Apologies

MS
Sorry about the meeting cancellation, Kingsley (PCSO) has moved on, I'd like 
to introduce Victoria Harris our new PCSO

TH
Hallo our main incident has been on Highview Rd, six vehicles damaged and 
fuel stolen. We now make spot checks typically around 3AM, there has in fact 
been a reduction of 56% in crime in the Grays Central area. What we can do


is limited by funding, we have to complete paperwork for each initiative.

DL
Apply for funding for operations? I've never heard of that.

TH
Every two weeks, funding allocation decisions have to be made.

DL
How long do you have to spend on paperwork?

TH
About two hours.

WJ
Is it possible to say there is a typical age range, for say, burglars?

TH
From 17-25 usually, does vary of course. Tend to see the same people over,    


it is usually a matter of acquiring evidence. 

YG
More effort needs to be made with policing alcohol usage.

TH
Alcohol policies are regularly reviewed.

Res.
What are you doing about travellers taking and abandoning shopping trolleys?

TH
I shall make a report about that.

Res.
Something needs to be done about the traffic parking badly on the Broadway.


And kids riding bikes on the footpath!

TH
If we see them, we stop them, but we do need to prioritise. Now a smaller 
team are covering an area previously policed by two officers, down to one.

YG
Some cuts, the government are not legally able to make.

MS
Let us move on, an update on Elm Park.

TH
There has been ASB and burglaries in that area recently.

DL
The Chicken Take-Away doesn't help, with crowds gathering and litter.

MS
Finally the Playbuillder project has been completed, waited for three years for 



for it though. It is a bit boggy now, but will OK in the summer.

DL
It is robust equipment, I have tried it all!

MS
Introducing Fire and Rescue advice

SP
Demonstrated a smoke alarm and advised on fire hazards in the home


and distributed safety literature.

MS
 Over to Dave for the Treasurer's Report.

DL
We have £2600 and now there is no more funding.

Res.
We need more bins on the street

MS
That is in hand, bins on Manor Road, we have taken care of that one.

AB
May I announce the Street Party to be held on the 26th April, people will be 
able to watch the wedding projected onto screens and enjoy refreshments. It 
will be a Bank Holiday. There will be an opportunity for people to renew their 


marriage vows at All Saints too. 

MS
Allotment news now.

JH
Money has been allocated to paint the shipping container, and pay for roofing 
materials. Waiting for good weather to finish the job. Some funds have been 
given to us by the Essex Community Foundation, and instead of getting a 
strimmer, we would like to take a vote on this, and put the money towards a 
shredder. 

MS
No objections to the purchase of a strimmer (approval shown by show of 
hands).

JH
Twelve plotholders have been “evicted” for not maintaining their plots. There 
is a waiting list for plots.

MS
Moving on to a Councillor update.

CK
We have a new bin in the Broadway, need to find a suitable site for it, as 
the footpath is very narrow.

JH
Cannot the shops themselves be levied for cleaning the street outside their 
shops?

MS
The chicken guy takes beer cans from the planters in Grove Road, even 
though there are no plants in it at the moment.

CK
There have been floods in Henry Street because the drains have been 
blocked. Bradley Avenue and Ward Avenue drains were pumped when Anglia 
Water were contacted.

Res.
There have been floods in Benson Rd too.

CK
Then you need to report it.

MS
Often the drains cannot be cleaned because of parked cars.

CK
The fire service budget was set on 9.2.11. There will be a meeting with the 
fire rep on 1.3.11. We have voted for no council tax increase this year. I am 
also involved with issues affecting children such as school place provision. 
Right now there are parking issues at St Thomas' School.

Res.
I have seen cars skidding on Arthur Street, at the corner where I live, during 
the snowy weather.

Res.
There needs to be yellow lines in Whitehall Lane, to control the parking there 
which has got out of control.

DL
It gets busy because of training at the care home office there.

MS
Elm Road Open Space. “Community Payback” previously known as 
Community Service, will be tidying up the Sensory Garden. Any objections? 
None made.

Res.
You need to move the Elm Road notice board. (Short discussion about state 
of notice boards)

MS
The broken kerb on Charles Street has been repaired. Essex and Suffolk 
water know about the leaking drain there too. AOB?


YG
We are still working on Lowes Metals being relocated. (Followed a short 
discussion about the merits/demerits of the scrap yard)

Meeting closed at 8.35pm.

