Orchards Community Forum – Minutes Residents Meeting 

Wednesday 1st June 2011

Held at St Thomas' Church Hall  7.00-0.00pm

Committee members attending:

Mike Stone MS (Chair)

Andrew Blakey AB (Vice Chair) 

David Lawrence DL (Treasurer)

Will Jackson WJ (Secretary)

Public Officers

NW
Natalie Warren, Community Development Manager

LN
Leonard O Nwulu Police Community Support Officer 8498

JH
Jack Harper, Whitehall Lane Allotment Association

Apologies: None

MS
Cathy Kent, Yash Gupta can attend, my apologies. Firstly, I won´t be 

standing as chair again in September, however I would like an input 

into the forum´s 
affairs.


Andrew will be chairing. I´d now like to introduce Natalie Warren from 

Thurrock Council, who will be talking about the Thurrock Credit Union

NW 
The council wishes to help people plan their management of money and avoid 
loan sharks. We now have a Community Bank with three branches, in South 
Ockendon Tuesdays and Saturday mornings, in Tilbury on market days 
Tuesday and Friday and the community development Shop in the Civic Offices 
in Grays. All staff have been trained by Essex Savers. You can join up and 
enjoy access to fair finance, services include junior savings accounts. Join 
using this form, it costs £4.00 as a starter deposit. You can save a maximum 
of £10,000, but the returns are not high. The arrangement could help with the 
costs of Christmas, and we are asking employers to support the scheme, it is 
possible to make a payroll deduction. For example, it could be used for the 
replacement of a washing machine. Essex Savers were established in 
December 2009, has 1,800 members with £280,000 of saved funds- aim is 
£1.5 million, for the scheme to be self-sustaining and to pay a dividend. 
Alison Davies will be available next week at the Beacon Centre between 5-
7.30pm. There are 23 collection points in Essex, but we plan for more in 
Thurrock. I believe that economic justice is worth standing up for. Are there 
any questions? 

Res. 
What is the maximum amount of loan?

NW 
I can´t tell you that but I think it is around £3500.

Res.
You can´t pay in £4 and take out £3500 then.

AB
At least not at 1720% APR!

NW 
I like to mention the ¨Big Lunch Project¨ to be held on the 27th July at Grays 
Park, there will be a picnic, tug-of-war etc.

MS
Thank you Natalie, to introduce PCSO Leonard O Nwulu.

LN
I like to tell you what we have been doing to maintain peace and order in 

Grays Central. Essex Police are the most competent in the UK! Crime is 
down between 10-20%, which is encouraging. There are more patrols and 
less paperwork., and we have restored the town centre to normality. I know 
we get negative media coverage, but please check information for accuracy. 
PCSOs provide support to crime victims, and I like to interact with people to 


find out if there´s a problem. We are generally more proactive now. For 
example, we give offenders £80 spot-fines and town centre drinkers get 
blacklisted. 

Res. What is the percentage of police on the streets?

LN
About half. They travel in cars. PCSOs are always on foot or use bicycles. I 
know people call us ´plastic policemen´ but we do help to prevent crime.

Res. 
Do we still have an alchohol ban in the town centre?

LN
I think we have. About the Bridge Road left turning, something is done with 
offenders but CCTV doesn´t operate all of the time. Numbers do get 
submitted to the DVLA. But not after midnight. Older people like myself, don 
like people riding bikes on the pavement and I always stop them. They get a 
first warning, then after two more offences the bike is confiscated. 

Res. 
How many bikes do you see with lights now? Don´t have lights any more. 

LN 
I tell my sergeant.

MS 
Any more questions for the PCSO?

Res. 
I saw a Police car turn left on Bridge Road.

LN 
Write down the number of any car you see, if there is an incident on the 
Seabrooke rise estate, then they are of course allowed to take a short-cut.

Res. 
I saw a lorry reversing.

LN 
Leave me your name and address. 

MS 
We have had this question before.

Res. 
William Street is bad now. Cops turn left without their emergency lights. 

LN 
I am proud of the PCSOs, they are trained and disciplined. 

MS 
Thank you. About the blocked storm drain at the back of Lowes, (scrap yard)


it has now been cleared. And a new bin has been put in place on the corner 
of East Thurrock Road/Whitehall Lane.

Res. Stupid place.

MS 
We could not put it by the bakery because of prams etc. Takeaways should 
be made to tidy up. If it needs to be relocated, it will be. In the Sensory 
Garden (Elm Road Park) the Community Payback Team has cleared away the 
damaged decking. The gully drains have all been cleared, where there were 
no cars.

Res. 
Would it not be better if people were notified in advance?

MS
We can forward that suggestion. Andrew Blakey to talk about the fun-day.

AB
We have four things, Street Clean for Fun Day, Street Party, Lights, 
Christmas Carols, cost about £1000, of that £6-700 for the Fun Day. There 
have been donations from the Forum and the Church. We want to make a 
Fun Day application. Can we use the brown wheelie bins? (for street cleaning 
effort) The binmen complain that we collect around 180 bags (of rubbish). 
Thinking of hiring a skip in Arthur Street. Always find old mattresses and 
drugs. 

MS
Thank you.

Res. 
We have been told that the alley is private but there are council houses t
here.

DL
We have agreed to allocate £500 for any application.

MS 
Give £200 to the Street Party? Fun Day (voting taken) Any against? (0) For?
(16)
Date of Street Cleaning is 3rd September and the Party will be held on 
the 
11th September. Now the Treasurer's Report:

DL
We have £2666 of which £258 is restricted for publicity, i.e. a new projector. 
We have just spent 10% so £2408 is now available.

MS
I have thought about moving the notice board. £500 to shift plus planning 
permission!

AB
Put it in the grounds of All Saints

MS 
Could try paper shops.

DL 
Londis have corporate rules.

Res. 
Post Office?

DL
It´s a good idea to move the notice board.

AB 
Shops were quite happy to put up notices when it was the royal wedding.

MS 
AOB and updates:

JH
Anything about Whitehall Lane Parking?

AB
As vice-chair, I invite an update from the councillor. (meaning MS)

MS
Cathy and Yash are unavailable. Cathy Kent was re-elected and Yash Gupta 
is now your Deputy Mayor. Any news from the Whitehall Lane allotments?

JH 
Apart from the traffic, nothing to report.

MS
Next meeting will be the AGM last Wednesday in September. Thank you 
Leonard our PCSO. 

Meeting closed at 8pm
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